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God of the Oppressed   
Chapter 7 Summary: The Meaning of Liberation 
Summary 
Chapter 7 by James Cone, "God of the Oppressed," suggests that human liberation hopes for a new earth, and heaven entirely depends on God’s freedom. Cone (1997) based his argument from historical theology, which confirmed God to be the source of hope to liberation. As a result, the author suggested that blacks have the right to freedom despite the oppression of whites. Importantly, conversion on itself does not amount to liberation; however, it demands one to seek support praying consistently and participating in God’s fellowship. 
For human beings to experience liberation, they must know their purpose for creation, which similar to self-vocation. Additionally, the community of the oppressed must take part in the process of liberation. Precisely, the community should participate by encouraging individuals to act according to the demands of freedom (Cone, 1997). The author related the process of seeking liberation to history, confirming that individuals should struggle the same as those who fought for freedom from slavery. Therefore, there is no liberation without transformation. Notably, liberation gives the transformed hope in the sense that their vision to new hearth and heaven is not determined by other human beings, God's promises. Overall, liberation depends on the historical proposition of theology, personal, and community views.  
Critical observations
One of the significant critical views is that liberation attainment comes in through following Jesus’ past teachings, the present “provided during preaching and God's Fellowship" and, of course, the promises for His future coming. Again, transitioning to liberation depends partly on three aspects ranging from the relationship with God and self to the overall activities engaging human beings (Cone, 1997). It is worth noting that the oppressor must detach themselves from politically-based oppression for them to attain liberation. Importantly, due to political, historical, and community beliefs, the gospel of freedom seems not to make a significant meaning to the oppressed. Precisely, they do not see the universality in liberty, but a crisis channeled to the poor. Notably, individuals believe that liberation to have originated from theoretical propositions; however, it entails the history and the current challenges the oppressed face while seeking freedom.
Reactions 
In his book, Cone (1997) highlights the responses of several individuals who were liberated from oppression through religion. One lamented that "God Struck me dead” and another “I was killed dead and made alive again." Another reaction is evidenced in a dialogue between Barth and Niemoller. While addressing Niemoller, Barth affirms that historical theology does not contribute to liberating one from oppression because one has the capability of seeing, thinking, and doing the right thing. Mari Evans, a black poet, reacted to the issue of liberation, suggesting that he would advocate for freedom till death because pride was part of his blood.
Questions for further Discussion.
The topic brings forth the following questions. 
i. What is the rationale of Black Theology to the oppressed, and liberation?
ii. Liberation transformation challenges are a result of other people's domination of economic, political, and social aspects. Which domain contributes hugely during the transformation of the oppressed?
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